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“This Journalis designed to convey interesting and useful information
on such topics as are usually contained in those of Europe; and thereby
to promote the advancement and Civilisation of the Hindu Community."
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Ramdas takes over as navy
chief amidst controversy

New Delhi: Amidst controversy °

over his credentials and senior-
Admiral Laxminarayan
Ramdas took over charge on
Friday as the nation's eleventh
chief of naval staff.

Admiral Ramdas, whose
father-in-law, Vice-Admiral R
D Katari was the first Indian
naval chief, was received at the
Scuth Block naval headquar-
ters by the outgoing chiefl of
naval staff, Admiral J G Nad-
karni.

The controversy over Admiral
Ramdas's appointment is un-
precedentsd in the, history of
the navy and has arisen on two
ocounts.

One is the statutory complaint
submitted by Vice-Admiral S
Jain, FOC-in-C western com-
mand, to the Prime Minister on
grounds of supersession.
Admiral Jain was, in fact, due
to retire in March this year, but
was given an extensjon, -and
thus an impression was created
that he had been cleared for the

* top job. Now, he is due to retire
next month.

TS HETETO

Newstoday
The second is the case flled in
the Bombay high court where
two journalists have filed a writ
petition  challenging  the
appointment of Admiral Ram-
das on the ground that one of
his daughters was married toa
Pakistani national as also his
culpability in the sinking of the
petya-class “Andaman” in man-
oceuvres off the coast of
Visakhapatnam when he was
the in-C eastern = com-
mand.
What is perhaps intriguing is
that it was the National Front
ent with Mr V P Singh
as Prime Minister and defence
minister which first gava the
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extension to Admiral Jain, and
‘then pitched on Admiral Ram-
das for the top post, although it
was known at one point of time
that the outgoing naval chief
had expressed his preference
for the former.
In any event, Admiral Ramdas
charge on Friday
under shadows of doubts of cre-
dibility, if not competence,
which had no doubt sullied the

spotless white image of the

:J azad, hou?uwr. by the con-
roversy over his appointment,
Admiral Ramdus was a picture
of confidence in his informal
chat Mtih nou;nmen aftor his
assumption of office at

South Block office. at his
He said it would be his en-
deavour to “restore the credibil-
ity and confidence of the navy.,”
This would call for a lot of a
teamwork, cooperation, train-

_ing and ingenuity.
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(i) Controversy

'‘Ramdas' appointment is unprecedented in the History of Navy'
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'‘Outgoing chief of Naval staff'
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(i) 'As also his culpability in the sinking of the petya class "Andaman"”
in Manoeuvres off the coast of Visakhapatnam' when he was FOC -in-C

eastern command.'
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(iii} 'In any event, Admiral Ramdas assumed charge on Friday under
shadows of doubts.'
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(iv) 'In his informal chat with Newsmen'

WptHoS® AT SrErESIp’

(v) He said, it would be his endeavour to restore credibility and
confidence of the Navy.'
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